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Today’s presentation
Part I: What We Did: Project Design and Data Collection
Aubrey Schiavone

Part II: What We Learned: Data Analysis and Emerging Themes
Gail Gibson 

Part III: What’s Next? Research Going Forward
Nancy Allee



Part I: Project Design and Data Collection



Revised Research Question

How and why do instructors use course blogs to 
facilitate professional practice for pre-
professional undergraduate students?



Original Research Questions
1) How and why do college undergraduate 
instructors structure, design, and make use of 
course blogs as a teaching tool?

2) How and why do instructors adapt and adjust 
their use of course blogs within a single term to 
reflect their own perceived purposes for 
implementing the blog as a tool in the course? 



Conceptual Framework
❖ Pressures facing classroom 

practitioners to integrate technology
❖ Mindful use of technology in 

instruction as a way to facilitate 
critical thinking and learning

❖ Potential for community building 
and civic engagement within the 
classroom space and between the 
classroom and broader community

(Davies & Merchant, 2007; Faigley, 1992; Gunter, 2009; Halic, Lee, Paulus, & Spence, 2010; Maddus, 
1994; Neal, 2011; Norman, 2012; Schmitt, Sims-Giddens, & Booth, 2012; Selfe, 1999)



Design
❖ Identified three courses
❖ Pre-observation interview
❖Observation
❖ Post-observation interview
❖ Access to the course blogs
❖ IRB approval



Key Readings: Project Design & Data Collection

Peshkin, A. (1988).  In search of subjectivity – One’s own. 

Small, M. L. (2009). ‘How many cases do I need?’: On science and the logic of 
case selection in field-based research.

Maxwell, Chapter 5: Methods: What will you actually do?

Lareau, A. (1989). Common Problems in Fieldwork: A Personal Essay.

Erickson, F. (2006).  Definition and analysis of data from videotape:  Some 
research procedures and their rationales.



Part II: Data Analysis & Emerging Themes



From fieldwork to codebook

Coding and data analysis: 
● Codebook developed from initial interviews and classroom 

observations. 
● Nine molar categories and 33 specific codes related to 

original research questions and tentative new themes.



From fieldwork to codebook

Molar Categories
Authorship  →→→
Classroom  →→→

Course  →→→
Course Blog  →→→
Engagement  →→→

Instructor History  →→→
Professional  →→→
Reflection  →→→
Students  →→→

Technology  →→→

Specific Codes 
Role of writing | digital writing | collaborative writing +

Classroom activity | classroom discussion
Course goals | course structure

Design | assessment | requirements | content ++
Peer-to-peer engagement | push back/buy in ++

Prior use course blogs | personal blogs | professional +
Professional practice

Reflection/reflective practice
Facility with blog | collaboration

Technology | social media



Identifying themes through coding



From inductive analysis, a new idea...

Coding and data analysis: 
● Codebook developed from initial interviews and classroom 

observations. 
● Ten  molar categories and 33 specific codes related to 

original research questions and tentative new themes.
● From this inductive approach to evaluating data, and from 

analytical memos, the central theme emerged of how a 
course blog might uniquely help apprentice students into 
professional practice.



Why a focus on professional practice?

Our initial analysis suggested that the course blogs allowed 
students to write their way to professional practice and 
professional identity in distinct ways: 
● A sense of community of practitioners.
● Connections to broader professional field.
● Keener awareness of individual presentation of self.

Let’s take a look...



English Language Arts Student Teaching



Making sense of the profession

In this class of pre-service teachers, the weekly blog can be 
seen fostering developing reflective practice and allowing 
space for sense-making of classroom practices. 

“They know what’s going on in each other’s classrooms. They know when 
someone—like we all know the particular difficulties they have with other 
students and things like that. And it’s not like we couldn’t get that out of a 
conversation, a two-hour conversation once a week, but I feel like this is 
another way to build that community and to model that activity.”

Beth*, Course Instructor, ELA Student 
Teaching Practicum
* Instructor names are pseudonyms.



Community Health Nursing



A bridge to the professional field

This course for pre-professional nursing students employed 
blog postings on public health issues to reinforce notions 
between classroom study and real world practice. 

“Last semester on the topic of disaster preparedness, one of these students 
blogged about the tsunami in the Philippines because he’s from the Philippines 
and talked about the impact and devastation and how hard it was to witness 
that from abroad, and then you had a lot of outpouring from the other 
students about this.”

Florence*, Course Instructor, Community 
Health Nursing



Professional Writing 



Presentation of professional self

In the professional writing course, blogging allowed students 
to consider how to represent their professional self to 
authentic, online audiences.

“I also really wanted them to think about what it means to be a professional in 
the digital age, and so, I wanted to help them build some digital literacies. … I 
really wanted them to understand--this is gonna sound dumb--but how the 
Internet works, which is something that a lot of undergrads don’t really piece 
together. And a lot of that is because they don’t have their own websites, so they 
haven’t had to do a lot of online authorship.”

Samantha*, Course Instructor, 
Professional Writing



Key Readings: Data Analysis

● Birks, M., Chapman, Y., & Francis, K. (2008). Memoing in qualitative    
research: Probing data and processes. Journal of Research in Nursing, 13, 
68-75.

● Maxwell, Chapter 5: Methods: What will you actually do?  
● Saldana, J. (2009). An introduction to codes and coding. In The Coding 

Manual for Qualitative Researchers (pp. 1-31). Los Angeles, CA: Sage.
● Weston, C., et al. (2001). Analyzing interview data: The development and 

evolution of a coding system. Qualitative Sociology, 24, 381-400.



Part III: Research Going Forward



Revised Research Question

How and why do instructors use course blogs to 
facilitate professional practice for pre-
professional undergraduate students?



Significance
Course blogs 
● introduce new student 

narratives around 
professional practice

● promote online 
communities

● facilitate global 
connections & 
academic partnerships

Research in this area
● benefits faculty interested 

in integrating blogs into 
their own courses 

● informs best practices & 
recommendations

● provides institutions with 
evidence on resources 
needed for support



Evolution of our research project

New insights emerged from 
pilot, inductive exploration 
of the 3 project 
environments 

Key reading:  Carlone, H. (2012). 
Methodological considerations for 
studying identities in school science: 
an anthropological approach. 

● interdisciplinarity -
access
○ instructors
○ course blogs

● interdisciplinarity -
strategic
○ pre-professional 

programs in 
education & nursing



Case study analysis
● Captures the boundaries, nuances of each site
● Surfaces commonalities
● Gives fuller representation to their differences
○ Too much difference for solely thematic examination
■ would lose rich descriptions

○ Range of ways in which the blog is structured (across 
courses/instructors)
■ decision to make a blog space public or private
■ privacy/confidentiality issues (HIPAA, FERPA)



Next steps: Rethinking Conceptual Framework

● Theoretical/conceptual framework
○ Social practice theory re professional practice
○ Sense of community re online community
○ Digital divide re global partnerships

Professional 
Practice

Online 
Community

Global 
Partners



Next steps: Revising codes 

● Coding
○ Instructor history | novice vs. advanced technology 

skillsets
○ Instructor motivation | multi-faceted
○ Community | nuanced | -> molar category
○ Technology | social media
○ Digital authorship | education & nursing



What’s next: Revising data analysis strategies

● Data analysis strategy
○ More interviews & observations
■ Clinical faculty voices
■ Student/learner voices

○ Structured protocols
○ Multi-modal approach & recorded sessions
○ Analysis of the blog as a central artifact



Key readings: Research Going Forward
● Carlone, H. (2012). Methodological considerations for studying identities in school science: an 

anthropological approach. In M. Varelas (Ed.), Identity Construction and Science Education 
Research: Learning, Teaching, and Being in Multiple Contexts (pp. 9–25). Rotterdam:  Sense 
Publishers.  [Week 7]

● Dutton, J. E. & Dukerich, J. M. (1991).  Keeping an eye on the mirror:  Image and identity in 
organizational adaptation.  Academy of Management Journal 34(3), 517-554.  [Week 2]

● Flyvbjerg, B.  (2006). Five Misunderstandings about Case Study Research.  Qualitative Inquiry 
12, 219-245.  [Week 3]

● Marshall, C. & Rossman, G. B (1999) Data collection methods. In Designing Qualitative 
Research (3rd edition), (pp. 105-146).  Thousand Oaks, Sage.  [Week 5]

● Maxwell, Chapter 6: Validity: How might you be wrong?  [Week 5]
● Merriam, S. B. (2009).  Dealing with Validity, Reliability, and Ethics. In Qualitative Research: A 

Guide to Design and Implementation. (2nd edition) (pp. 209-235).  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  
[Week 5]



Questions/comments/feedback

● Questions about the presentation?
● What was most persuasive for you?
● What did you need to learn more about?
● Recommendations for future study that we 

missed?


